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Abstract
This article explores the historical development and theoretical
foundations of linguistic terminology, highlighting its evolution across different
civilizations and intellectual traditions. From ancient Greek and Roman thinkers
to Indian, Arabic, and Western European scholars, each cultural context has
significantly shaped the systematization and conceptualization of linguistic
terms By analyzing these stages, the article emphasizes the importance of
linguistic terms not only in theoretical linguistics but also in practical
applications like education, translation, and language policy. The comprehensive
approach demonstrates that the study of linguistic terminology is both a
historical inquiry and a forward-looking scientific endeavor essential for
modern linguistics.
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The analysis of linguistic terminology is considered one of the
fundamental research directions in global linguistics. The formation and
development of linguistic terms are closely connected with the evolution of
linguistic thought and encompass various historical stages. Linguistic
terminology holds special importance not only for the scientific understanding
of language systems but also from the perspectives of communication,
translation, and language policy. In each historical period, significant conceptual
approaches have been proposed in the field of linguistics, with new
paradigmatic principles developed for the formation and systematization of
terms. In this process, the scientific heritage of ancient civilizations—
particularly that of Greek, Roman, Indian, and Arabic scholars—as well as
modern linguistic theories, has played a crucial role. Therefore, the study of
linguistic terminology requires a comprehensive analysis of its historical roots,
cultural and scientific transformations, and its role in contemporary linguistics.
The study of linguistic terms dates back to ancient times, with their
theoretical foundations traced to Aristotle and Plato. Greek philosophy and
grammar played an essential role in creating the foundational basis of linguistic
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terminology. Among ancient Greek scholars, Aristotle analyzed the syntactic and
semantic aspects of language, while Plato explored the relationship between
language and the process of thinking. Later, members of the Stoic school—
especially Cratylus and Dionysius Thrax—contributed to the systematization of
linguistic knowledge.

Roman linguistics developed under the influence of Greek thought, with
grammarians such as Apollonius Dyscolus and Priscian carrying out significant
work in systematizing linguistic terms. In his work The Art of Syntax, Apollonius
Dyscolus classified linguistic units according to category and syntactic function.
Priscian, on the other hand, laid the foundations of Roman grammar, and his
works had a substantial impact on the development of linguistic knowledge in
medieval Europe.

Likewise, the traditions of Indian linguistics also played an important
role in the development of linguistic terminology. The renowned Indian linguist
Panini provided a detailed account of Sanskrit grammar in his work Ashtadhyayi,
thereby presenting the earliest examples of linguistic systematization.

In the medieval period, Arabic linguists such as Sibawayh, Farabi, and Ibn
Sina made significant contributions to the development and theoretical
grounding of linguistic terminology. In his work Kitab, Sibawayh provided a
systematic analysis of the phonetic and morphological features of the Arabic
language and coined important terms for Arabic grammar (Sibawayh, 1970).
Farabi explored the connection between language and logic, introducing a
philosophical approach to linguistics (Farabi, 1993). Ibn Sina studied the
relationship between linguistics and logic, proposing theories on the meaning
and interpretation of terms (Ibn Sina, 2006).

In Western Europe, scholars such as William of Ockham and Roger
Bacon also contributed to the development of linguistic terminology. Roger
Bacon proposed that linguistics should be studied using scientific methods,
emphasizing the importance of observation and experimentation. He expressed
ideas on the natural development of language and the universal principles of
grammar. William of Ockham, by introducing the principle known as "Ockham’s
Razor," advocated for the simplification of linguistic expressions. He argued that
linguistic terms should be free from unnecessary complexity, thereby
influencing the development of Western linguistic theory.With the advancement
of modern linguistics, research into the standardization, systematization, and
classification of linguistic terms has deepened further. Ferdinand de Saussure
introduced a structuralist approach to linguistics, emphasizing the importance
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of analyzing language both synchronically and diachronically. His work Course in
General Linguistics marked a turning point in the development of linguistic
science and reinforced the theoretical foundations of linguistic terminology.

Noam Chomsky, by proposing the theory of generative grammar, deepened
understandings of language structure and innate human linguistic capabilities.
His introduction of the concepts of “deep structure” and “surface structure”
contributed to further systematization of linguistic terminology.

Roman Jakobson conducted significant research in the fields of phonology
and semiotics, studying the communicative and poetic functions of language. His
works on phonological terminology laid the groundwork for the development of
modern phonetics and morphonology.Additionally, linguists such as Lev
Shcherba, André Martinet, and Michael Halliday made substantial contributions
to the classification of linguistic terms and the in-depth analysis of their
semantic and functional aspects, thereby playing a significant role in the
progress of modern linguistics.

The issues of the formation, development, and systematization of
linguistic terminology represent an important scientific direction for both the
theoretical and practical aspects of linguistics. The study of this field has
developed step by step through the rich scientific heritage of ancient Greek and
Roman scholars, the Indian grammatical school, Arabic linguistic traditions,
Western European thinkers, and modern theorists. Each historical period and
culture has made a unique contribution to the creation and advancement of
linguistic terminology. Today, the standardization of these terms, their study
within a systematic framework, and their application to pedagogical processes
have become urgent tasks for linguists. Therefore, the study of linguistic
terminology is not only an analysis of historical heritage but also a vital scientific
direction that determines its function and prospects in modern linguistics.
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