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Annotation 

This thesis is written about semantic structure and intonation features of 

the sentence with given some examples according to this theme   and   the usage 

of different key words of famous scientists and writers. 
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Introduction: 

Intonation refers to the rise and fall of pitch in spoken language. In 

English, intonation plays a crucial role in how we communicate meaning, 

express emotions, and indicate the structure of sentences. Depending on the 

type of sentence, intonation patterns can vary greatly. Below are the main types 

of intonation used in different communicative sentence types: 

1. Rising Intonation (↗️) 

Common in: 

• Yes/No Questions: Questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no” 

typically use rising intonation. The pitch rises towards the end of the sentence. 

Example: 

Are you coming with us? 

• Uncertainty or Incompleteness: Rising intonation may indicate doubt, 

hesitation, or that the speaker has not finished their thought. 

Example: 

I’m not sure if I should… 

Function: 

• Signals that the speaker is awaiting a response or expecting more 

information. 

2. Falling Intonation (↘️) 

Common in: 

• Statements: Declarative sentences that give information use falling 

intonation, signaling the end of the statement. 

Example: 

She finished her homework. 
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• Wh- Questions: Questions that begin with “who,” “what,” “where,” 

“when,” “why,” and “how” typically use falling intonation. 

Example: 

What are you doing? 

• Commands/Imperatives: Sentences that give instructions or requests 

also use a falling intonation. 

Example: 

Please close the door. 

3. Rising-Falling Intonation (↗️↘️) 

Common in: 

• Statements of Contrast or Choice: This type of intonation rises and then 

Rising-falling intonation occurs when the voice rises and then falls within 

a sentence. This type of intonation is often used to show contrast, choice, or 

emphasis on a specific part of a sentence. 

Common in: 

• Statements of Contrast: 

When presenting two options or contrasting ideas, the voice may rise and 

fall to emphasize the comparison or the finality of the statement. 

Example: 

I prefer coffee, but tea is fine too. (↗️↘️) 

She’s hardworking, but sometimes she can be a bit stubborn. (↗️↘️) 

• Conditional Statements: 

Rising-falling intonation can also appear in conditional sentences, 

particularly when stating consequences or alternatives. 

Example: 

If you study hard, you’ll pass the exam. (↗️↘️) 

Semantic structure refers to how meaning is organized within a sentence. 

It involves understanding how words relate to each other to convey a coherent 

message. For example, in any given sentence, the semantic structure is 

concerned with: 

1. Subject-Verb-Object Relationship (SVO): The basic components of many 

sentences involve a subject performing an action (verb) on an object. For 

instance, in the sentence, “The dog chased the cat,” the semantic structure 

clearly defines the subject (the dog), the verb (chased), and the object (the cat). 

2. Modifiers and Descriptors: Words that modify or describe subjects, 

objects, or actions. For example, “The big dog quickly chased the black cat” adds 

adjectives and adverbs to give more meaning to the sentence. 
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3. Hierarchical Meaning: The sentence often carries layered meanings or 

ideas, where subordinate clauses or phrases give additional context or nuance. 

4. Logical Relationships: Sentences can include relationships like cause-

and-effect, contrast, or comparison that contribute to the overall meaning. 

Intonation Features 

Intonation refers to the rise and fall of the voice while speaking and is crucial in 

conveying the sentence’s intent and emotions. It typically involves: 

1. Pitch Variation: Changes in pitch can indicate a question, statement, or 

emotion. For example, a rising intonation at the end of a sentence often signals a 

question (“Are you coming?”). 

2. Stress Patterns: Certain words may be stressed more than others to 

emphasize importance. For instance, in the sentence “I never said he stole the 

money,” the meaning changes depending on which word is stressed. 

3. Pacing and Rhythm: The speed and rhythm with which the sentence is 

spoken can convey urgency, hesitation, or certainty. 

4. Pauses and Breaks: Pausing can separate ideas and provide emphasis or 

emotional depth. Pauses can indicate natural breaks in meaning or shifts in 

ideas, as in “I didn’t say he stole the money… but I think he did.” 

Together, the semantic structure ensures that the sentence conveys the intended 

meaning, while intonation modifies how that meaning is perceived or 

emphasized when spoken aloud. 
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