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Abstract. This article explores the significance of studying the recent 

history of Uzbekistan from the late 20th century to the present day. By 

conducting a literature review and analyzing key political, economic, and social 

developments, the article demonstrates how a thorough understanding of 

Uzbekistan's latest history is crucial for scholars, policymakers, and the 

international community. The article concludes that examining Uzbekistan's 

recent past provides valuable insights into its current challenges, future 

trajectory, and significance in Central Asia and beyond. 
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada O'zbekistonning 20-asr oxiridan to hozirgi 

kungacha bo'lgan yaqin tarixini o'rganishning ahamiyati ko'rib chiqilgan. Maqola 

adabiyotlarni o'rganish va asosiy siyosiy, iqtisodiy va ijtimoiy o'zgarishlarni 

tahlil qilish orqali O'zbekistonning eng yangi tarixini chuqur anglash olimlar, 

siyosatchilar va xalqaro hamjamiyat uchun qanchalik muhim ahamiyatga ega 

ekanligini ko'rsatadi. Maqola O'zbekistonning yaqin o'tmishini o'rganish uning 

Markaziy Osiyo va undan tashqaridagi dolzarb muammolari, kelajak yo'nalishi 

va ahamiyati haqida qimmatli tushunchalar beradi, degan xulosaga keladi. 

Kalit so'zlar: O'zbekiston, Markaziy Osiyo, postsovet tarixi, siyosiy o'tishlar, 

iqtisodiy islohotlar 

Аннотация. В данной статье исследуется важность изучения 

новейшей истории Узбекистана с конца 20-го века до наших дней. На 

основе обзора литературы и анализа ключевых политических, 

экономических и социальных событий в статье показано, насколько 

глубокое понимание новейшей истории Узбекистана имеет решающее 

значение для ученых, политиков и международного сообщества. В статье 

делается вывод о том, что изучение недавнего прошлого Узбекистана дает 

ценную информацию о его нынешних вызовах, будущей траектории и 

значении в Центральной Азии и за ее пределами. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Uzbekistan, a landlocked nation in the heart of Central Asia, has 

experienced significant transformations since gaining independence from the 

Soviet Union in 1991. The study of Uzbekistan's latest history, spanning from the 

late 20th century to the present day, is crucial for understanding the country's 

political, economic, and social dynamics, as well as its role in regional and global 

affairs. This article aims to highlight the importance of examining Uzbekistan's 

recent past by conducting a comprehensive literature review and analyzing key 

developments that have shaped the nation's trajectory. 

METHODS AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

To assess the significance of studying Uzbekistan's latest history, a 

systematic literature review was conducted, focusing on academic articles, 

books, and reports published between 1990 and 2023. The reviewed literature 

covers various aspects of Uzbekistan's post-Soviet history, including political 

transitions, economic reforms, social changes, and foreign relations. 

Key sources include works by prominent scholars such as Dadabaev [1], 

who analyzes Uzbekistan's post-Soviet nation-building processes, and Spechler 

[2], who examines the country's economic reforms and challenges. Additionally, 

reports from international organizations, such as the World Bank [3] and the 

United Nations Development Programme [4], provide valuable data and insights 

into Uzbekistan's socio-economic development. 

RESULTS 

The literature review reveals several significant themes and developments 

in Uzbekistan's latest history. Firstly, the country's transition from Soviet rule to 

independence was marked by political challenges, as the nation sought to 

establish its own identity and governance structures [1]. Under the leadership of 

President Islam Karimov, who ruled from 1991 until his death in 2016, 

Uzbekistan experienced a period of authoritarian rule, characterized by limited 

political freedoms and human rights concerns [5]. 

Secondly, Uzbekistan's economic landscape underwent significant changes, 

as the country moved from a centrally planned to a market-based economy [2]. 

The government implemented various reforms, including privatization, currency 

convertibility, and trade liberalization [3]. However, these reforms faced 

challenges, such as corruption, inefficiencies, and uneven distribution of benefits 

[6]. 
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Thirdly, Uzbekistan's social fabric experienced transformations, with the 

resurgence of traditional values and the influence of Islam in society [7]. The 

country also grappled with issues such as poverty, inequality, and 

environmental concerns, particularly in relation to the Aral Sea crisis [4]. 

Lastly, Uzbekistan's foreign relations have been shaped by its strategic 

location and the evolving geopolitical dynamics in Central Asia [8]. The country 

has sought to balance its ties with regional powers such as Russia and China, 

while also engaging with the West and international organizations [9]. 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis of Uzbekistan's latest history reveals the complexities and 

challenges the nation has faced in its post-Soviet era. The political transition 

from Soviet rule to independence has been marked by the struggle to establish a 

stable and democratic governance system. The authoritarian rule under 

President Karimov limited political freedoms and hindered the development of a 

vibrant civil society [5]. However, following Karimov's death in 2016, 

Uzbekistan has witnessed some positive changes under the leadership of 

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who has initiated reforms to improve 

governance, human rights, and international engagement [10]. 

Economically, Uzbekistan's transition to a market-based system has been a 

gradual and challenging process. While reforms have been implemented to 

attract foreign investment and promote private sector growth, the country still 

faces obstacles such as corruption, inadequate infrastructure, and uneven 

development [6]. Addressing these challenges and ensuring inclusive economic 

growth remains a critical task for Uzbekistan's policymakers. 

Socially, Uzbekistan's latest history highlights the importance of balancing 

traditional values with modernization and development. The resurgence of 

Islamic identity and the influence of religion in society have posed both 

opportunities and challenges for the nation [7]. Addressing social issues such as 

poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation is crucial for promoting 

sustainable development and improving the well-being of Uzbekistan's 

population. 

In terms of foreign relations, Uzbekistan's latest history underscores the 

country's strategic significance in Central Asia and its efforts to navigate the 

complex geopolitical landscape [8]. By engaging with regional powers and 

international organizations, Uzbekistan seeks to promote stability, cooperation, 

and economic integration in the region [9]. Understanding Uzbekistan's foreign 
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policy choices and their implications is essential for analyzing the dynamics of 

Central Asia and the broader international system. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The study of Uzbekistan's latest history, from the late 20th century to the 

present day, is of vital importance for several reasons. Firstly, it provides 

valuable insights into the country's political, economic, and social 

transformations in the post-Soviet era. By examining Uzbekistan's transition 

from Soviet rule to independence, its governance challenges, economic reforms, 

and social changes, scholars and policymakers can better understand the 

complexities and dynamics of the nation's development. 

Secondly, analyzing Uzbekistan's recent past helps in identifying the key 

challenges and opportunities the country faces in its pursuit of stability, 

prosperity, and regional cooperation. Understanding the roots of issues such as 

authoritarianism, corruption, economic inequalities, and social tensions is 

crucial for devising effective strategies and policies to address them. 

Thirdly, studying Uzbekistan's latest history sheds light on the country's 

role and significance in Central Asia and the broader international context. As a 

strategically located nation with a rich cultural heritage and economic potential, 

Uzbekistan's development and foreign policy choices have implications for 

regional stability, cooperation, and global affairs. 

In conclusion, the study of Uzbekistan's latest history is an essential endeavor 

for scholars, policymakers, and the international community. By providing a 

comprehensive understanding of the country's post-Soviet transformations, 

challenges, and opportunities, such research contributes to informed decision-

making, effective policy formulation, and constructive engagement with 

Uzbekistan and the Central Asian region as a whole. 
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