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Annotation: This article analyzes the metaphorical and metonymic models

of the concept of "horse" in the Uzbek language based on a linguocultural and
cognitive approach. The image of "horse" has various semantic aspects in the
popular mind, it is formed as a symbol of courage, wealth, friendship, loyalty and
social status. Based on the analysis of proverbs, sayings and expressions in our
language, the main conceptual metaphors are identified, such as "horse is the
wing of a young man", "horse is wealth", "horse is a loyal friend", "horse is a social
position". The study highlights the role of the concept of "horse" in the popular
worldview, value system and national thinking.
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Introduction.

Language is the most reliable repository of the historical memory of the
people, their cultural “genetic code” and social experience. In this sense, the
concept of “horse” is a broader, multi-layered system of meaning for the Uzbek
language and culture than a simple zoolexeme: it embodies our lifestyle, customs,
heroic ideals and aesthetic views. In the Uzbek cultural space, formed on the basis
of the synthesis of nomadic and agricultural-cattle breeding, the horse has
become not only a means of transportation or a livestock object, but also a symbol
expressing the honor, spirit, speed, loyalty and social status of a person.
Therefore, many phraseological units, proverbs, artistic images and ritual lexicon
in the language create a sense harmony around the “horse”, and this harmony is
embedded in the conceptual system through cognitive mechanisms - metaphor
and metonymy.

From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, the concept of “horse” is built
on the basis of “embodied” knowledge that relies on experience: a person
conceptualizes categories such as physical movement, space, strength, balance,
speed, and companionship in everyday life precisely through experiences related
to horses. Metaphorical models shape this experience by transferring properties
from one semantic domain (for example, physical strength or speed) to another
domain — a person’s perception of character, social relationships, time, and
destiny. As a result, “horse” is transferred to such synonymous images as “speed”
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(the intensity of life), “strength” (spiritual strength), “companion” (loyalty and
trust), and “freedom” (limitlessness and desert horizons). The image of Boychibor
in our epic tradition, the rituals of racing and kupkari, and the poetic structures
in the texts of the processions reinforce the cultural-mythological foundation of
these conceptual transfers.

Metonymic models are built on the principle of “proximity” and “connection”:
relationships such as whole-part, tool-action, animal-owner serve as an economy
and a clear indicator in the language. For example, as a result of the perception of
a horse and a rider as an inseparable unit, the name of a horse can denote a rider,
a team, or an entire event (race, journey); detailed names such as “hooves,”
“hooves,” and “hooves” indicate an entire state or process. Such metonymic
densifications create an economical and concise expression of the concept of
“horse” in many discourses, from religious and artistic texts to oral speech.

As an introduction to this article, we consider the following scientific issues
to be relevant: first, to identify the metaphorical map of the concept of “horse” in
the Uzbek language (semantic clusters such as speed, strength, loyalty, freedom,
courage, blessing); second, to define the typology of metonymic models (whole-
part, means-action, attribute-subject, place-event relations); third, to
systematically analyze the -cultural-cultural-historical sources (epos, ritual
lexicon, paremiology, toponymy, professional terminology) that form these
models. Also, the various semiotic transformations of the image of “horse” in the
modern press, popular discourse and digital communication (social networks,
advertising, sports commentary) deserve special attention: in this layer, the
ancient symbol is recoded by the requirements of modern discourse.
Methodologically, the work uses modern classifications of cognitive semantics,
the theory of conceptual metaphor and metonymy; The empirical base is formed
by the written and oral corpus of the Uzbek language, paremiological dictionaries,
folklore texts, epics (in particular, "Alpomish"), primary units taken from samples
of fiction. Based on these materials, the corpus-driven approach, semantic
branching, conceptual mapping, and discursive contextual analysis methods are
used. The expected scientific innovation is to present the concept of "horse" not
only as a lyrical-poetic image, but also as a multi-channel (multi-modal) semiotic
node - that is, as a dynamic construct formed at the intersection of national
memory, social practice, and modern discourses.

The concept of "horse" in the Uzbek language idealizes human qualities
through metaphorical transfers, and serves to name experience and reality
concisely and accurately through metonymic abbreviations. The mutual harmony
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of these two mechanisms enriches the system of imagery in our language,
strengthens the symbolic layers of our national identity, and allows us to
reinterpret our cultural heritage in the modern communicative field. In the
following sections of the article, these models are systematically mapped on the
example of specific language units and contexts, and their conceptual structure
and discursive functions are highlighted.

1. Theoretical foundations

The term “concept” entered linguistics in the second half of the 20th century,
and it represents abstract, cultural and spiritual knowledge existing in human
thought. A. Wierzbicka, G. Lakoff, M. Johnson, Z. D. Popova, 1. A. Sternin, V. N. Telia,
O. Parshin, N. Yu. Shvedova, as well as scientists such as G. Yuldasheva, N.
Mahmudov, D. Gulomava in Uzbek linguistics, interpret the concept as the basic
unit that expresses a person’s knowledge of the world in language.

2. The role of the horse concept in Uzbek culture

In the history of the Uzbek people, the horse has been an integral part of
human life. In ancient Turkic texts, the horse is also mentioned as a symbol of
"heroism", "speed”, "loyalty", "freedom". In works such as "Kutadgu Bilig",
"Devonu Lugotit Turk”, "Alpomish", "Gorogli", "Manas", the national and social
essence of the image of the horse is clearly visible.

3. Metaphorical models of the horse concept

The following main metaphorical models have been formed based on
linguistic units: 1) Horse - the wing of a young man; 2) Horse - wealth/state; 3)
Horse - a loyal friend; 4) Horse - social status and duty.

4. Metonymic models of the horse concept

Metonymic models are formed on the basis of concepts directly related to the
"horse". They are based on the principle of semantic proximity and associative
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connection. For example: expressions such as “the horse came out”, “riding the
horse”, “traveling the world on the horse”.

Conclusion

Language is the most subtle reflection of human thinking, which embodies
the historical memory, cultural values and worldview of the nation. The concept
of “horse” is a vivid example of these layers of memory: it symbolically expresses
the life, work, dreams, hopes, courage and freedom of the Uzbek people. During
the study, it was found that in the Uzbek language the concept of “horse” has
become one of the central symbols of the national worldview not only as the name
of an animal, but also through metaphorical and metonymic models that form an

entire conceptual system.
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Metaphorical models connect “horse” with concepts such as speed, strength,
loyalty, courage, freedom. Through this, the inner world, spiritual qualities and
life position of a person are figuratively expressed. Metonymic models, on the
other hand, allow us to name real experience and reality in a concise form: the
units denoting the entire journey through “hooves”, the race through “hooves”,
and the rider through “horse” illuminate the economic and symbolic layers of folk
thought. In this way, metaphor and metonymy are intertwined, enriching the
system of imagery in the language and ensuring conceptual integrity. Also, since
the concept of “horse” is closely associated with time, space, and movement in
Uzbek culture, it has become a symbol of social identity and spiritual stability in
folk thought. The use of this concept in various connotations in epic poems,
proverbs, songs, and the modern press indicates the continuity of the national
mentality.

In conclusion, it can be said that the metaphorical and metonymic models of
the concept of “horse” occupy a central place in the semantic system of the Uzbek
language. Through them, the philosophy of life, the system of values, and the
cultural memory of the people are expressed. Therefore, the study of the concept
of “horse” has not only linguistic, but also cultural, sociological, and cognitive
significance, and it serves to deepen the understanding of the modern
interpretation of the Uzbek national thought. In the future, further expansion of
this topic, in particular, a comparative analysis with the concept of “horse” in
other Turkic languages, as well as the identification of its new semantic models in
modern discourses (for example, advertising, sports, political speech), may be one
of the important directions for scientific research.
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