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Introduction

In the context of modern society, the development of historical identity based
on a sense of national pride has emerged as one of the priority directions for
ensuring spiritual stability and social cohesion. The sense of national pride is
understood as a people’s feeling of respect and appreciation for its history,
culture, language, traditions, and the legacy of great ancestors. In this sense,
historical identity, through national pride, not only enables the understanding of
the past but also creates opportunities to harmonize its values with the goals of
contemporary development.

The formation of national pride requires the scientific study and objective
interpretation of historical heritage. For instance, a deep analysis of the figure of
Amir Temur and the civilizational achievements of the Timurid era fosters a
strong understanding among the younger generation of statehood traditions,
justice, and strategic thinking. Similarly, the works of Alisher Navoi represent a
high example of national spirituality and human perfection, enriching historical
identity in a moral and intellectual sense. The activities of such historical figures
contribute to the formation of a meaningful and constructive national pride.

One of the key opportunities for developing historical identity based on
national pride in modern society is the education system. Through the formation
of historical consciousness in schools and higher education institutions, the
critical and analytical study of national heritage, and its integration with universal
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priority should be given not to the mythologization of history, but to the principles
of scientificity and objectivity.

At the same time, cultural policy and mass media play an important role in
strengthening historical identity. Through national cinema, literature, theatre,
and museum activities, historical realities can be presented in a vivid and
impactful form, enriching collective memory and strengthening national pride.
Digital technologies and information platforms, in turn, provide opportunities to
widely disseminate historical heritage and present it in a modern interpretative
form.

However, it is important to maintain balance in the process of developing
historical identity based on national pride. National pride should not turn into
chauvinism or the rejection of other cultures; instead, it must develop in harmony
with universal human values. Only under such conditions can national pride
become a constructive factor ensuring social cohesion, tolerance, and
civilizational dialogue.

Literature review and methods

In Uzbekistan, a number of scholars have systematically studied issues
related to history, historical identity, historical consciousness and memory, and
the understanding of national identity. Among them are P. Saidov, ]J. G'ulomov, 1.
Mo‘minov, A. Asgarov, N. Jo‘raev, D. Alimova, T. Jo‘raev, H. Sultonov, A. Erkaev, S.
Otamuratov, U. Saidov, A. Ibroximov, Z. R. Ishanxodjaeva, R. Raxmonov, F. Fayziev,
U. K. Kayumova, R. M. Abdullaev, V. Alimasov, N. Xakimov, Q. Nazarov, A. Choriev,
S. Choriev, 0. M. G‘aybullaev, and S. S. Otamuratov. Their works reflect various
aspects of historical thinking, historical consciousness, and collective memory.

Among CIS scholars, issues related to historical knowledge and the nature of
historical thinking have been studied by A. I. Rakitov, Gyérgy Lukacs, [saiah Berlin,
[. P. Weinberg, Yu. A. Levada, Yu. Afanasyev, V. P. Yakovlev, I. Kon, M. Barg, A. V.
Guliga, I. L. Merzlyakova, and A. X. Samiev.

Among foreign scholars, significant contributions have been made by R. G.
Collingwood, Marc Bloch, Karl Jaspers, Arnold J. Toynbee, Raymond Aron, F. X.
Bauer, E. Seller, Oswald Spengler, F. A. Staudenmayer, and D. Strauss.

The study employed a combination of historical-comparative, analytical, and
systemic methods. The historical-comparative method was used to identify
similarities and differences in approaches to historical consciousness across
different scholarly traditions. The analytical method allowed for a detailed
examination of theoretical concepts such as historical identity, collective memory,
and socjal consolidation. The systemic approach enabled the interpretation of
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historical thinking as an integrated phenomenon shaped by cultural, social, and
ideological factors.

In addition, the methodological framework is based on the principles of
objectivity, scientific rigor, and interdisciplinarity. These approaches ensure a
comprehensive understanding of historical identity formation in modern society
and its relationship with national pride and collective memory.

The conducted analysis shows that forming historical awareness among
young people through an objective interpretation of historical events strengthens
their sense of belonging to the nation’s past and contributes to the development
of moral and intellectual maturity. Historical processes should be understood not
only as abstract categories but also as human-centered realities reflecting
individual and collective destinies.

Results and discussion

It is known that Soviet-era scholars filled history primarily with narratives
of bloodshed, wars, and destruction. The history of nations and humanity in
general was presented as a sequence of wars, violence, mutual annihilation, and
executions. As a result, a one-sided interpretation of history was created,
dominated by wars and states that often discouraged human interest in the past.
The true history of human intellectual evolution, contradictions of the human
soul, joys and sorrows of ancestors, their greatness, genius, and weaknesses was
deliberately distorted. Thus, both historical reality and scientific truth were
intentionally falsified, and history became a victim of dominant ideology. As it is
stated, “in writing history, one must never lean to the right or left, but always
follow the principles of truth and justice. A false history is like poison that
corrupts human consciousness and distorts worldview” [3, 112].

Therefore, in the process of developing historical thinking, it is necessary to
teach young people that they often tend to exaggerate the significance of certain
factors that actually have limited influence in interpreting historical reality, while
underestimating those that may become decisive in certain circumstances. In the
book Time. Chaos. Quantum, I. Prigogine and I. Stengers emphasize that “human
history cannot be reduced to simple explanations of key laws and events. Every
historian knows well that it is impossible to analyze social and historical
mechanisms without considering the role of the individual. Moreover, without
that individual, the forces driving historical processes could have produced an
entirely different history” [4, 48].

As N. Joraev notes, “Throughout the entire three-thousand-year history of
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In the vast geopolitical space of Movarounnahr and its surroundings, only
dynastic or geographical names were used for states that politically organized the
peoples” [2, 290-291].

It is well known that by studying human history, young people become
familiar with different interpretations of the forces driving society. They realize
that ideas such as “economy as the main driving force of society,” “geographical
environment as a key factor in social development,” or “libido as a powerful social
determinant,” while containing certain rational elements, are nevertheless one-
sided. Historical development demonstrates that spirituality is a crucial force
driving social life. In other words, by studying different historical periods, young
people become convinced that spirituality is both a driving and restraining force
of development. For example, the high moral qualities of Amir Shohmurod
(modesty, generosity, creativity, and people-centeredness) contributed to the
strengthening of the Bukhara Emirate and the improvement of public welfare; the
people even honored him with the title “Amiri Ma’sum” (Innocent Emir). In
contrast, in the history of the Khiva Khanate, the sons of Arab Muhammad Khan,
Khubash Sultan and Elbars Sultan, in 1616 and 1621 led rebellions against their
father, eventually imprisoning and blinding him, which led to his execution and
further political instability, severely weakening the state [5].

Human beings, by their social nature, organize their own lives and govern
themselves. Through their dreams, aspirations, and goals, they transform abstract
ideas into reality and materialize them through interests and actions. Concepts
such as goodness and evil, generosity and greed, kindness and cruelty, love and
hatred define their moral and spiritual identity.

Young people must understand that historical processes can only be
properly evaluated when human beings are recognized as both organizers and
active participants (subjects) of history, possessing intellect, abilities, and human
values. Only through such a perspective can historical processes fully reveal their
humanistic essence. Furthermore, they must understand the importance of
individuality in social development. Individuality reflects both uniqueness and
generality within social groups, expressed through behavior, social identity, and
cultural characteristics.

At the same time, individuals must develop personal qualities of a
“personality” (shakhsiat), which include independent thinking, creativity, and
responsibility. Historical personalities are evaluated based on their influence on
social processes. For example, figures such as Muganna, Mahmud Torobiy,
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and Justinian accelerated social development, while rulers such as Sultan Ali
Mirza, Zukhrobegi Agha, Iskandar Sultan, Ubaydullah Khan II, and Abulfayz Khan
slowed it down.

Studying world history enriches young people’s understanding of human
nature, expands their worldview, and strengthens their ability to draw
conclusions. In this process, the educational significance of history becomes
especially evident.

Every historical event was formed under a specific social, political, and
spiritual environment. Therefore, when studying history, young people should be
able to perceive the joys and struggles of each era as an integrated whole. In this
way, history becomes embedded in their consciousness, encouraging critical
thinking and shaping their understanding of the past and future. As a result,
qualities such as self-education, self-development, mutual trust, and mutual
understanding are formed.

In today’s era of globalization, the rise of moral and spiritual threats requires
protecting young people from destructive ideologies and strengthening their
intellectual immunity. Literature, as a powerful tool for exploring the human
spirit, plays an important role in fostering national pride and identity among the
youth.

In recent years, a number of artistic and educational works have been
created that not only protect young people from ideological threats but also
contribute to their holistic development. Special attention is being given to
historical-literary works that reflect national statehood, cultural heritage, and the
lives of ancestors. As noted, “in the years of independence, significant progress
has been made in developing literature as an essential part of national
spirituality... New works on historical themes—whether about Imam Bukhari,
Imam Tirmizi, Jalaliddin Manguberdi, or Amir Temur—are being created, opening
new creative horizons for writers and poets” [6, 137].

Conclusion

Based on the above ideas, it can be stated that when speaking about the
development of historical thinking among young people, it is impossible not to
refer to historical-fiction literature. As A. Ibrohimov emphasizes in his work
“Bizkim o‘zbeklar... Milliy davlatchiligimiz asoslari hagida mulohazalar”, “It is true
that historical science, based on sources, presents past reality with precise facts.

However, when it comes to shaping a person’s worldview, this can be expressed
more vividly in the works of writer O. Balzac than in scientific literature” [7, 8].
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Therefore, historical-fiction works cannot be neglected in the development of
historical thinking among youth.

Genuine historical-fiction works are written based on deep reflection on
concrete historical realities. Only certain fictional characters may be included
according to artistic requirements. For example, in studying the struggle of the
peoples of Central Asia against the Greco-Macedonian invaders, reading Yavdat
I[lyasov’'s novel “Sogdiana” can help young people develop a broader
understanding of historical reality [8]. Through this novel, the heroic struggle of
Spitamen, a defender of the homeland, strengthens patriotic feelings among
youth.

Similarly, when studying the Mongol invasion, young people are particularly
interested in the bravery of Temur Malik and Jalal al-Din Manguberdi in resisting
the enemy. To further enhance their interest in historical events, it is advisable to
read the section titled “Between Fire and Water” from the book “Jalal al-Din
Manguberdi” [2, 26-30], as well as Mirmuhsin’s novel “Timur Malik” [9].

From the above, it can be concluded that if young people study historical facts
and master key scientific evidence, then through fictional works they deepen their
understanding of meaning and significance, thereby enriching their historical
thinking. For example, reading Muhammad Ali’s historical novel “Sarbadorlar”
[10], dedicated to the 1365-1366 Sarbadar movement in Samarkand, helps fill
gaps in understanding this historical event.

The reading of works by not only Uzbek but also foreign writers about our
national history enables young people to compare and critically analyze historical
processes, thereby developing critical thinking skills. For instance, reading the
novel “Amir Temur” by Azerbaijani writer Yunus Oghuz provides access to
historical facts and interpretations not found in other works [11, 558]. In addition,
contemporary literary-educational works that embody national traditions,
values, and ancestral teachings also play an important role in developing
historical thinking among youth. In particular, the literary works of O‘tkir
Hoshimov are of great importance. For example, the section titled “About Wars”
in his work “Notes on the Margin of a Notebook” can be effectively used in history
lessons.

For instance, as students study medieval wars and uprisings, they may ask:
“Why were there so many wars in the Middle Ages and in human history in
general?” The teacher can answer this question using the following passage from
O‘tkir Hoshimov’s work: “The history of humanity is the history of wars. Wars in
fairy tales. Wars in epics. Wars in books. Wars in films... Class wars. Cjivil wars.
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National wars. World wars. According to researchers, in the last six thousand
years there have been 5,700 wars on Earth...” [12, 21].

Regarding the consequences of wars and uprisings, students should also be
guided to the author’s conclusion that: “There may be victorious and happy kings,
victorious and happy armies, victorious and happy states, victorious and happy
systems. But there is no victorious and happy person. Because war forces a person
to kill another human being, and a person who has killed can never be truly
happy” [12, 21].

Historical museums also have great potential for working with various
educational projects. Each artifact has its own unique history. Demonstrating
exhibits not only theoretically but also practically, and allowing visitor
participation, can create a strong impact. For example, pottery is one of the
earliest crafts in world history. Comparing its stages of development across
different periods and regions can create a strong impression on students. It is also
important to show the role of national pottery in human civilization. Practical
activities such as making pottery and determining its historical period should
accompany theoretical explanations. Similar approaches can be applied to paper
production, embroidery, engraving, weaving, visual arts, bookbinding,
calligraphy, numismatics, and other ancient crafts.

In recent years, although social scientists’ attention to the issue of social
solidarity has increased, knowledge in this field still appears limited. There
remains a need for research on the current state of local social integration, key
resources of social consolidation, the subjects and structure of consolidation
processes, main directions and mechanisms of building a cohesive society, and the
factors influencing it. Scientific knowledge in these areas would enable the
development of a more effective social policy aimed at ensuring and maintaining
societal cohesion, as well as identifying optimal methods and technologies for its
implementation.
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