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Abstract The modernization of education systems worldwide requires the 

development of students' competencies that enable them to function effectively 

in an information-rich society. Reading literacy has become one of the key 

indicators of educational quality, as it reflects learners' ability to understand, 

analyze, evaluate, and apply information in various contexts. This article explores 

the role of the PISA framework in enhancing reading literacy competencies 

through mother tongue education in general secondary schools. The study 

examines the theoretical foundations of reading literacy, the importance of 

competency-based education, and the challenges faced by educators in 

implementing international assessment standards. Particular attention is given to 

Uzbekistan’s educational reforms aimed at improving students’ performance in 

international assessments. The findings suggest that integrating PISA-oriented 

tasks into language instruction contributes significantly to the development of 

critical thinking, independent learning, and problem-solving skills. Furthermore, 

the article highlights the importance of teacher professional development and 

curriculum improvement in achieving higher educational outcomes. 
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The rapid development of science, technology, and communication has 

transformed the requirements placed upon modern education systems. In the 

twenty-first century, educational success is no longer measured solely by the 

amount of knowledge students possess but by their ability to apply that 

knowledge in practical situations. Consequently, reading literacy has emerged as 

a fundamental component of educational quality and lifelong learning. 

Reading literacy is defined by PISA as an individual's capacity to understand, 

use, evaluate, reflect on, and engage with written texts in order to achieve 

personal goals, develop knowledge and potential, and participate effectively in 

society. This definition extends beyond traditional reading comprehension and 

emphasizes critical engagement with information. In recent years, Uzbekistan has 

undertaken significant reforms aimed at modernizing its educational system and 
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aligning it with international standards. The introduction of the National 

Curriculum and competency-based educational approaches demonstrates the 

country's commitment to improving students' literacy and analytical skills. 

Participation in PISA has become an important mechanism for evaluating the 

effectiveness of these reforms. 

One of the major objectives of mother tongue education is the development 

of students' reading literacy competencies. Language lessons provide learners 

with opportunities to interact with various types of texts, including literary, 

informational, argumentative, and digital texts. Through these interactions, 

students develop skills such as identifying main ideas, interpreting information, 

making inferences, evaluating arguments, and drawing conclusions. The 

implementation of PISA-oriented activities in mother tongue classrooms can 

significantly enhance students' literacy development. Teachers may utilize 

authentic texts, problem-based tasks, group discussions, and project-based 

learning activities to foster critical thinking and independent reasoning. Such 

approaches encourage students to become active participants in the learning 

process rather than passive recipients of information. 

Another important factor influencing reading literacy development is 

teacher competence. Educators must possess sufficient knowledge of 

international assessment frameworks and effective instructional strategies. 

Professional development programs should therefore focus on helping teachers 

design tasks that assess higher-order thinking skills and real-life problem-solving 

abilities. 

Despite ongoing reforms, several challenges remain. These include 

insufficient methodological resources, inconsistencies among textbooks, and 

limited experience with competency-based assessment practices. Addressing 

these issues requires collaboration among policymakers, curriculum developers, 

teacher educators, and classroom practitioners. In conclusion, the integration of 

the PISA framework into mother tongue education offers significant 

opportunities for improving students' reading literacy competencies. By 

emphasizing critical thinking, information analysis, and practical application of 

knowledge, educators can better prepare learners for the demands of 

contemporary society. Continued curriculum development, teacher training, and 

alignment with international standards will be essential for achieving sustainable 

improvements in educational quality 
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